
British Driving Society Devon Branch Report 

Firstly we would like to introduce our new AC Noel Danagher, Noel has been an active and well 

known member in Devon for many year and is taking over the reins from Brian Colebrook Clark who 

retires as of January 2014, we thank Brian for all his hard work and wish Noel every success with the 

role. Noel can be contacted by email noel.danagher@btinternet.com or phone 07768 173177. 

The end of 2013 held two successful events for us here in Devon with our annual Christmas fun day 

held at Cholwill Equestrian Centre on Saturday 20th November and our Christmas Lunch which was 

held on Saturday 14th December at the Fingle Bridge Inn, near Drewsteignton. 

The Christmas fun day is always a popular event and this year despite the grey and chilly weather it 

was no different with 6 turnouts taking part in the fancy dress, road drive, cones and skill courses.  

Ann Sheldrake won the cones course and Iris Fry won the Fancy dress.  The skills course caught a few 

people out as both the whip and also the groom were asked to complete the course to get a 

combined score, the grooms many of which had never picked up the reins did very well ( in some 

cases better than the whips!). After all the horse were unharnessed and settled with hay nets and 

water, we all enjoyed a bring and share tea complete with some mulled wine while Brian presented 

the rosettes.  Many thanks to Brian for organising the venue and to Vikki and Lee for setting up and 

running the cones and obstacles. 

The Christmas lunch was attended by 43 members and everyone remarked what a lovely venue as 

we were in a beautifully decorated function room.  The meal was a tasty carvery with a choice of 

turkey or beef, although more than a few had a bit of both it was Christmas after all! 

The meal was followed by thanks and the awards for 2013 with two junior whips taking home 

trophies, Ernie Eveleigh for “best newcomer” and Ella Marshall for “most improved novice” Ella also 

gave a gift to Maureen Ryder Gordon for her help during the showing season. 

The raffle raised £80 for club funds. 

Looking forward to 2014 we now have a new website which is much easier to use and can be 

reached via the British Driving Society home page and also a dedicated Facebook page where we will 

be posting, news, events and pictures of our events. 

Our first event of 2014 was our New Years drive at Burratorr Reservoir on Sunday 12th January and 8 

turnouts attended including 3 pairs.  There were two routes a short route around the reservoir which 

was pleasantly level always a novelty in Devon! As well as the option for an extended drive taking in 

Sheepstor, which although involved a fairly steep hill does give beautiful views. We were lucky and 

the sun shone until we had got the horses back and loaded and then the heavens opened while we 

shared a cup of tea in one of the larger boxes. 

Many thanks to Jonathon Mathys for putting on this lovely drive, and to our stewards for their 

invaluable help at the cattle grids and gates. 

We held our AM at Hatherleigh Commnity Centre on Wednesday 15th January and this was attended 

by 27 members.  Much was discussed with a view to new events for 2014 including lots of training, 
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our new Training officer Jane Dowle is going to have a busy year! Our show for 2014 has been 

confirmed for 20th July and Nicky Buxton is taking over as Show Secretary for us. 

We look forward to a full and exciting 2014 in Devon and hope to see our members at many of our 

events and if they aren’t able to bring their ponies we remind them that we always welcome 

stewards and helpers. 

 

Many thanks 

 

 


